PEW OCEANS COMMISSION REPORT ALLEGATIONS AND ANSWERS

On June 4, 2003, the Pew Oceans Commission released its three-year report, "America’s
QOceans: Charting a Course for Sea Change.” In the report, the Commission made a
number of statements and recommeandations with which the Mational Fisheries Institute,
thie nation’s largest non-profit seafood trade association, disagrees. Each of the report’s
major statements are addressed, below.

The Pew Report Says: U5 fisheries are collapsing.

Fact: US fishanes are healthy and growing as demonsfirated by reliable research dala
from a number of respecied government and private sector organizations including the
Mational Cceanographic and Atmosphenc Administration (MCAA), the United Mations

Food & Agriculture Crganization (FAQ), and the Intermational Commission for

Consarvation of Atlantic Tuna {{CCAT), and US fishary managemsant experts.

The Pew Report Says: US fisheries need massive overhaul and reform.

Fact: The system in place for the conservation and managameant of our fisheries, whils
not parfect, is working remarkably wall.

Fish is an important componant of America’s, and the world's, food supply. Based on a
racant While House Office of Management & Budgel recommendation, Amaricans will
likely be encouraged to consume more seafood as a component of good health. Cwer
half the world's population depends upon seafood for a significant portion of its pratein
neads, according (o the UN's Food & Agriculivre Organization. Pew's approach to
fisheries rebuilding and managament relies upon unraalistic baselinas and ignores the
social and economic considerations of a food-production systam.

The Pew Report Says: Proven, workable solutions fo fisheries management are the
exception rather than the rule.

Fact: The fishing industry regularly works with governments frem around the globe (o
ansure fish stocks are sustainable. Thare are numerous examples of robust fishearies
consarvation and ulilization in the WS thatl, far from nesding massive overhaul and
reform, require only minor adjusiments (o ensure thal sustainable use remains the
guiding principle for US fisheries policy

The seafood industry's successes, domestically and globally, are many:

« Of the 16% of siocks that are owarfished, B0% are recoverng under rebuilding plans from
the Mational Marine Fisheries Service; the remaining stocks are profected under other
fedaral programs

«  MNorth Atlantic swordfish stocks restored to 95% of aptimum levals in nearly half the tims
anticipated

« Endangered sea turlle numbers are cimbing, thanks to conservation and industry-
supported nast protection programs

= Mew England groundfish complex has increased by over 150 percant in the past five
yaars, with substantial gains in Georges Bank haddock, yellowlail flounder, silver hake
and witch flounder



» The Mew England scallop fisheary is now rebuilt.

» In California, sardines, which weare decimated as a result of El Mino-like weathar
conditions, have refurmed {o the Montarey Bay and are being susiainably managed coast-
wida.

= |n Alaska, where fisheres account for half of all seafood landed annually in the ULE.,
crab, salmon, halibul and groundfish fisheries are being harvesled at sustainable levals.

The Pew Report Says: We need a new course for worldwide fisheries managemant.

Fact: Maost of the world' s ocean fisheries are already under management by one or mare
multi-nation fishing organizations.

The UN Food & Agriculiure Organization (FACH) says that global capture fisharies

production is relatively stable™ with nearly three-quarlers of fish slocks managed ina
sustainable manmer. This means (hat fishanes thal ars doing what they should do --
producing calches that feed our current population and save resources for the fulure.

In fact, many of the recommeandations of the Pew Commission, such as a reduction in tha
number of fishing vessals and the use of no-fishing or "no fake” zonas, are already being
affactively implemented whare nesded.

Japan reduced its fleel of large-scale tuna longline vessels by 20% in 1989, a reduction
aof 132 vessels in one year. Ower 30 former illegal, unregulated and unreportad una

fishing vessals throughout the world have been scrapped through the inbiatives of
concernad fishing nations

The Pew Report Says: Overfishing has decimated large ocean swimming fish. 30% of the
fish populations alang the Aflantic and Pacific Coasts are overfished or are being fished
unsustainably and “an increasing number”™ are being driven to extinction.

Fact: The Pew Commission's findings are not supportad by tha facts. Governmant
sciantists al the Mational Marine Fisheries Service (MMFS) report consistent progress in
maintaining healthy fish stocks and rebuilding those that are “overfishad.”

Im its Status of US Fisharies Report io Congress for 2002, the Mational Ocsancgraphic
and Almosphentc Administration (NOAA) said thal overfishing is occurring in less than

10% of US fisheries and the industry and governmeant working together is bringing that (o
an and with sirict management plans.

Ovarfished — means a fishary that has experienced overharvasting in past. Us
law requires such fishares to ba striclly managed to rebuild the fish stock, often
with considerable social and economic costs in the shorl-tarm.

Owearfishing — refers to currant problems. US law requires fishery managers to
prevent avarfishing in US fishernas. When it ocours by accident, coractive
measures must be takan.

The Pew Report Says: US shouwld establish an independent national oceans agency.

Anindependent national cceans agency would add an unnecessary financial and
bureaucratic burden to the managemeant of cur cceans, The latest report by the Nalional
QOeaanic and Atmospheric Adminisfration indicates that current fisheries managemeant is not

anly working, but steadily impraving as belter science and managameant mathods become
available.



A federal coeans agency already axists. The Mational Marine Fisheries Saervice, under the
Mafional Croeanic and Atmospheric Administralion, is charged with fishery management.
MOAL works with olher agencies on all faciors that affect our oceans, including pollution and
waather. MOAA 5, correctly, an agency within the Department of Commerce, recognizing
that important businesses such as shipping and commercial seafood harvesting (fishing) are
vital to our national economy.

The Pew Report Says: US shouwld establish a permanent federal interagency oceans
council.

Fact: This recommendation of the Pew Commission is a transparent rafionalization for
policy recommendations to move fisheries managemeant and scienca decisions out of the
region and back to Washinglon, DC. A federal oceans council would creats several new
layers of bureaucracy and would eal up any new funding that Congress might provide for
fisheries res=arch.

The Pew Report Says: US shouwld establish regional ocean ecosystem councils to enforce
principles of ecosystem health and integrity. sustainability and precaution.

Fact: Begional Fishary Managemant Councils are increasingly incorporating ecosystam-
based management principles, so ecosystemn councils are redundant and unnecessary.

That is, they must look at predator-prey relationships and the impact on other plants and
armimals 5o that adverse impact on the maring environment and marnne life is minimized.

The existing Regional Fishary Managemeant Councils are comprsaed of representatives of
fhe commercial fishing, recreational fishing, and conssrvation communities. They are

nominaied by Governors, appointed by the Secrefary of Commerce and represant a
decision-making process that is open, fransparent. and includes broad stakehaolder

participation, yal the Commission atlacks this process of empowsarmaent for local
communities and affected stakeholders as inadeguate.

The Pew Report Says: The principal laws fo protect our coastal zones, endangered marine
mammals, occean waters and fisheries were enacted 30 years ago on a crisis-by-crisis,
sector-by-sector basis. U5 ocean governance is in disarray. There is a hodgepodge of
ocean laws and programs thal do not provide unified, clearly stated goals and measurable
ohjectives.

Fact: & unified oceans policy is already in place. The Magnuson-Stevens Act of 1978
reguires that all ocean resources be usad in a sustainable manner, In 15996, Congrass
sirengthened the Magnuson-Stevens Acl with significant amendments. The Federal
agovarnmeanl, through several agencies, ensures that Magnuson-Slevens is enforced. All
Regional Fishary Management Councils must comply with Magnuson-Stevens in

devaloping fishary management plans.

The Pew Report Says: The US should establish a national system of fully protected marine
Fesernves.

Fact: Fisheres managers have used marine resarves for mare than 30 years. Called “no
fake” zonas, marine reservas or maring protected areas can be a useful tool in protecting
wulnerable areas of the ocoean. However, establishment of such reserves should be
soience-based, rathar than randomly designating a cerlain percentage of the seas as off-
limifs.



The Pew Report Says: Incidental harvest of non-farget species by incidental capiure in
fishing gear is depleting the sea turtle, marine mammals, sea birds and non-commaercial

fish populafions.

Fact: Fishery managers have made great strides in employing state-of-the-art
soosystam-based management by protecting seansitive fish habitat and developing
technologias o help fishermen avaoid the incidental harvest of non-target species. For
axample, compliance with requiraments for furtle excluder davices, which allow s=a
furtles to swim free of shrimp trawl nets, is 98% in the Gulf of Mexico shrimp fishary.
Combined with industry-supported profection programs on the nesling beacheas of
Mlexico, thesa aclivilies have helpad the population of endangered Kemps Ridley turlles

increase dramalically.

The Pew Report Says: The executive branch or Congress shouwld place a moratorivum on
the expansion of marine finfish farms until standards for ecologically sustainable

practices are sef and implemeanted.

Fact: Much of tha criicism of marine agquaculture, parlicularly salmon farms, is
urwarraniaed. Marine aquaculture facilities must obltain site and operation permits from the
Enviranmental Protection &gancy, US Department of Agriculiure and National Marina Fisherias
Service and comply with all water guality and environmental requirements. Advances in farming
meihods and feed formulations have resulted in baetter feed-conversion ratios {i.e., less wild-
caught fish used per pound of farmed fish}, less wasls and reduced use of therapautic antibiotics.
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